Metastatic cancer to the renal pelvis: a novel approach to management.
We describe a novel application of percutaneous renal surgery for the management of an unusual and challenging urologic problem. Two patients with symptomatic, metastatic adenocarcinoma in the renal pelvis were treated with percutaneous resection. The lesion was in a solitary kidney in 1 patient, and was bilateral in the second. Percutaneous resection resulted in complete relief of symptoms and obstruction. Although both patients ultimately died of their primary disease, their quality of life was significantly improved in the interim. Percutaneous resection of renal pelvic tumors is accepted management for select patients with upper tract transitional cell carcinoma. These 2 cases demonstrated both an unusual presentation for metastatic adenocarcinoma and an expanded application for percutaneous renal surgery.